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Compulsory Military Service. 

Great dissatisfaction exists in Australia and New 
Zealand over the conscription enforced in those 
countries. Forcing boys to be soldiers can never be 
popular again. The facts furnished by the Austra- 
lian Freedom League, with headquarters at Mel- 
bourne, show how inhuman and illogical the con- 
scription system is. Compulsory parades and drills, 
arrests, birching, and warrants of execution do not 
promote patriotism. AH such constitute an offense 
against the sacredness of childhood and sets up a 
military state within a civil state. It tends to de- 
velop a military caste and to degrade a nation's 
ideals and conscience. The system places its stamp 
on the mere child and makes him a part of the mili- 
tary machine at twelve years of age. At fourteen 
he is under military control. These "Defense Acts," 
so called, established the compulsory military train- 



ing in 1909, and it began to be administered in the 
year 1911. In Australia all males are compelled to 
drill from 12 to 25 years of age and in New Zealand 
from 14 to 21 years. The opposition is very great, 
resulting in fines and attachment of wages, in im- 
prisonment at hard labor, in military detention in 
barracks, sometimes for ninety days; in depriving 
offenders of civil rights, possibly for ten years. 
These are but a few of the accompanying evils. 
The Minister of Education of New Zealand requires 
the masters of schools and colleges to withhold "Free 
Places and Grants" from any student unless he can 
present a certificate showing that he has complied 
with the provisions of the Defense Acts. 

There have been approximately three thousand 
prosecutions in New Zealand, the total population 
of which is but a little over a million. In Australia 
there have been approximately thirteen thousand 
prosecutions. As a result numbers of prominent 
citizens of Australia and New Zealand have formed 
National Freedom Leagues and Peace Councils to 
resist the encroachments on their civil and religious 
liberties. Financial help is being urgently solicited 
both in England and the United States to pay the 
expenses of central ' offices, secretaries, literature, 
deputations, meetings, legal advice, etc. The work 
of these most important leagues should be aided im- 
mediately in every possible way. If the system of 
conscription finally prevails in Australia or New 
Zealand it will be still more vigorously advocated 
in the mother-land by the National Service league, 
which is eagerly hoping for the success of the train- 
ing in Australia. At a recent meeting in "Welling- 
ton, at which the Prime Minister was present, the 
acting commandant of the New Zealand forces, 
Colonel Heard, said: "We want universal military 
training. Our idea is to start a citizen army, so 
that, like Australia, we may set a good example to 
the old country. If we can make our citizen army 
a success, the old country will see that universal 
training is not such a very dreadful thing, and will 
take heart and at once bring such training into 
force. This scheme is being carried out in the face 
of opposition, but is going on well." From impor- 
tant official utterances on several occasions it seems 
clear that the Defense Laws form part of a definite 
policy of Imperial Defense and are not a simple 
colonial matter. Colonel Bird, secretary of the Na- 
tional Service League, has spoken with no uncer- 
tain meaning when he declared that "ere long we 
shall be driven in this country to adopt some form 
of compulsory training in consequence of the suc- 
cess which has attended the training under compul- 
sion in the very democratic community of New 
Zealand." 



